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unforgiving, Kalimantan is the
land of mud and the ultimate
nightmare for any traveller.
Dense tropical rainforests, a
network of fast flowing rivers
and the hot and sticky climate
make this possibly one of the
most unpleasant places in the
waorld.

In 1896 Dutch explorer
Anton Nieuwenhuis was the first
to cross the island from west to
east. It took him 14 months.
The 20 international teams of
the Camel Trophy took just 22
days to complete a record-
breaking east to west crossing
in their Discoverys, covering a
distance of 1850 kilometres.

Team Germany, Eberhard
Stettner and Christine Héfer,
had fought a superhuman battle
against the raging elements and
had lived through a hell of
continuous technical maladies.
After suffering from a broken
front axle, a bent driveline, total
loss of steering, a frontal crash
with the Team Japan Discovery
and last not least a rollover,
their totally battered Discovery
limped across the finish-line 24
hours behind schedule.

Overall winners in this

was shipped back to
England, and from
there it went
immediately to
Worldwide Brands,
Inc in Cologne, the
German branch of
the company that
markets adventure
gear under the
Camel trademark.
WBI had hoped to
display the Discovery

left to rot in a rather
unglamorous parking lot.

1997 and in a quick move
her battling days. A motor
mechanic by training, he

in-law, and they set about

rebuilding the Discovery.
After the 1996 event,

about the restoration with

Things were looking grim,
when Eberhard got wind of this
sad situation in late summer of

bought the rusting remains of
Lilly — as CT30 was known in

enlisted the help of his father-

Eberhard had found a job as a
Camel Trophy trainer, and set

at glamorous sales events, but a
feasibility study gave it the
thumbs down and “CT 30” was
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magazine ad and wasted no
time. Working for Land Rover
Germany as “Flying Doctor”,
sorting out vehicle problems
that the dealerships cannot
handle, he had won the
coveted award for best
mechanic with Land Rover in
1999. He immediately
recognised that this was a
tremendous opportunity: here
was a chance to buy a true
gem, a genuine Camel Trophy
Discovery that needed the help
of an expert, a person who had
a thorough understanding of
this vehicle down to the last
bolt and nut.

On June 22, a deal was
struck and after meticulous

production Discoverys into
Camel Trophy vehicles, proved
of great help. This is how he
managed to get hold of some
special adaptors for the Safety
Devices roll-cage and a host of
other small parts.

However, his aim was to
keep Lilly as original as possible,
exchanging parts only when
they were
beyond repair or
simply missing.

So the roof-rack,
chassis and a
myriad of
mechanical items
were restored
with painstaking
care for originality.

Left: The
rollover in
Kalimantan

Above: Inside
immediately
afterwards
(Photos: Thomas
Grimm)

VIN plate
confirms

plenty of motivation. Among
other things, he replaced every
body panel and both doors on
the damaged right-hand side.
Lilly began to rise like a Phoenix
from the ashes, but only half-
way through the process things
came to a standstill. Personal
goals shifted and Eberhard
reluctantly put Lilly up for sale
in the summer of 2002 without
ever getting a chance to drive

preparation, the car went off to
the paint shop to receive a fresh
coat of Camel Trophy
Sandglow, paint code number
361. Sebastian’s good
connections to Special Vehicles
at Solihull, who had
transformed the
standard

The warped dashboard —
common on Discoverys of that

authenticity: | H
age — had to be replaced, and it’s

gruesome event were Team
Greece; Russia took best of the
Special Tasks and the Team
Spirit Award went to South
Africa. The Germans finished in
17th place in true Camel Trophy
style: “Winning is part, taking
part is all”.

For the poor Discovery
however, it was complete
disaster. The legendary

then the new one had to be cut SALLJGMF8TA- | {|

503613

hobby has the
support of wife
and children

driving, and the 1996

event will be
remembered as the toughest
of them all. Kalimantan -
Indonesian Borneo and the

ome people refer to the
Camel Trophy as the
Olympics of four-wheel

Stefan Thiele looks at a Discovery with a glorious past

the last of the traditional
“jungle” events, before the
Trophy ceased to exist
altogether in the year 2000.
Isolated, wild, hostile and

conquest had not left a single

the window-glass on the right-
hand side was broken and the
chassis was bent like the roller-
coaster at Billing Aquadrome.
This wreck of a Discovery

her on the road.

Christine Hafer
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Above: Happy third largest island in the piece of sheetmetal unscathed Sebastian Fasold of = .
family: world — was the setting for and the right front wing had Gersfeld saw the - - |
Sebastian’s the 17th Camel Trophy and been ripped off altogether. All -
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Top: The way it
was in
Kalimantan

Above: 300 Tdi
has hardly been
used

Above right:
Full Trophy kit

Below: The
respray

Below right:
New panels
(Photos:
Sebastian
Fasold)

and modified to accept the roll
cage tubing which runs through
some of the ventilation
openings. All carpeting and
upholstery was saved and
thoroughly cleaned. “The dirt
was unbelievable” remembers
Sebastian, and traces of reddish
mud remain visible, adding
nicely to the authentic
atmosphere inside the cabin.
Clean but not over-restored,
Lillys cabin still radiates the true
spirit of adventure and proudly
bears the scars of battle. One
such is the piece of moulded
foam missing from the
passenger’s headrest. During
the rollover, explains Sebastian,

a journalist sitting in the back
was thrown head-first against
the front seat, and his teeth
took a good bite out of the
cushion. Luckily, no one was
hurt in the incident.

Early in October 2002 it was
time to fire up the 300 Tdi
engine that Sebastian had
cleaned but otherwise left
untouched.

Six and a half years after Lilly
had finished her ordeal, she
jumped into life on the first turn
of the key, running smoothly on
genuine brownish-looking
Kalimantan diesel. Though the
tank was contaminated with
water and silt, the engine did

not miss a single beat — a clear
indication for Sebastian that the
Tdi will run on even the worst
of fuel. “Try this with a Td5!” he
jokes.

In March 2003, with only
7000 kilometres on the original
engine, Lilly passed her German
TUV roadworthiness test with
flying colours.

There was now light at the
end of the tunnel, but a great
deal of fine-tuning remains to
be done. Some of the original
decals are still missing, and they
are increasingly hard to find in
times when collectors eagerly
snatch up everything associated
with the Camel Trophy
movement.

However, luck helped
Sebastian to locate the original
remote control for the front-
mounted Husky Superwinch.
After some research, it was
found in the long-forgotten
corner of a garage, identifiable
by the word “Germany” on the
handle which distinguished it
from other competitors’ units.
The owner handed it over free
of charge — a noble gesture in
times where even the smallest
Camel Trophy sticker fetches an
ungodly amount of money on
Internet auctions.

Having already spent in
excess of 500 hours on Lilly,
Sebastian is already planning his
next challenge. “This one will
be easy”, he says, pointing at
the earthly remains of a much-
neglected Series Ill. Why this
one? His answer is simple and
straightforward: “Like with all
Land Rovers, | simply have to
sort its problems out”.
Fortunately, his wife Gaby and
five children do not seem to
have a problem with that
attitude. Lucky Sebastian! il
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Piston ring set from
AXLES / SUSPENSION
ropshaft front. from
ft rear from
ft U.d
non ABS from
ABS

ENGINE PARTS
- ine new 4.0

Camshaft 4.0
Camshaft 4.6
Timing ch:
Hydraulic

Rocker shaft

Rocker assy ..
AXLES/SUSPENSION
Front/rear shock
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A-frame ball joint

STEERING

o coupling
STEERING

Steering box rebuilt

CLUTCH

£270.00

eering dampe
Steering damper gas
BRAKES
Fro

per piston
repair kit front

Massive stocks of 90/110 and Series parts and accessories.

Stainless steel brake caliper pistons for RR/Disco full set with seals .£109
See www.autopost.co.uk or phone for details

ENGINE TDI 200
Head set
Bottom set

assy. new

ENGINE TDI 300

Head gasket 5
Main bearing set ........
Cori rod bearing set

FOR V8 REFER T0 CLASSIC RANGE

ROVER SECTION
AXLES/SUSPENSION

front from

7.00
£69.00

£64.00

£16.00

£92.00
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Viscous coupling from
EXHAUST/FUEL
Middle box 4.0/4.6
Rear box 4.0/4
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£19.99
POA

SERVICE PARTS
4.0/4.6
filter 4.0/4.6 from ....
Fuel filter 4.0/4.6
Spark plug

Ajr filter 2
Fuel filter 2.5
WHEEL & TYRE OFFERS
Triple sport 18" alloys
h Pirelll Scorpions
new only ...for 4 £84
Hurricane or Comet 18" allc
with Pirelli Scorpions....

Freelander Diffs available £299

Please enquire for Freelander Viscous

Full set of Parabolic Springs with gas shocks for SWB £359
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BRAKES

Clutch kit TDI

discs solid

pump
Viscous unit from
EXHAUST
TDI mid +
V8 3

FUEL

Fuel pump 200 TDI & g
Fuel pump 300 TDI g 0
Fuel pump EFI from £129.00
Fuel injector 3.5 £27.03

or 200 TDI
Fuel injector 300 TDI
ELECTRICS
Starter motor 300 TDI

ernator 20
or 300 TDI
SERVICE ITEMS
For V8 refer fo Classic Range Rover
TDI oll filter

£135.00

Air filter 200, TDI 92594
Air filter 300 TDI

Prices include VAT. Carriage extra according to weight
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